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On Friday, September 2, 1921, Scotch Plains Police
Chief Florance J. O’Sullivan, 38, was killed in a motorcycle
accident while returning to the police department after
visiting the Westfield Police Department official business.
The accident occurred when his front tire blew out.

Chief O’Sullivan had served with the agency for 6 years.

He was survived by his wife and two children.

Chief of Police Florance J. O’Sullivan
Scotch Plains Police Department

The Union County Police Chiefs Association was organized in 1949 as an association dedicated to the service
of the people of Union County, New Jersey.  The stated purposes for the association was “to secure a closer
relationship among police officials throughout Union County, and to secure unity of action in police matters,
and elevate the standards for police institutions; to further the adoption of humane efforts in the enforcement
of laws, the advancement along all lines pertaining to the prevention and detection of crime, and the promotion
of police and education in general.”  The association, which represents the county’s 21 municipalities, Union
County Police Department, Union County Sheriff’s Office, and Kean University Police Department, continues
to strive to achieve the goals set forth by their predecessors 57 years ago. Kenilworth Police Chief William
Dowd currently serves as president for a one-year term.

Honoring Union County’s Fallen Officers -- Part 4
This regular series in ‘The Newsletter,’ which commenced with the April 2007 issue, 

is dedicated to honoring Union County’s thirty fallen officers, 
whose names are currently inscribed on the ‘In The Line Of Duty’ memorial at the John H. Stamler Police Academy.

Police Officer Harry Orr
Rahway Police Department

On Friday, July 21, 1922, Elizabeth Detective Michael
Norton, 39, succumbed to injuries sustained while
attempting to restrain a prisoner in court.

Detective Michael Norton
Elizabeth Police Department

On December 5, 1922, Rahway Police Officer Harry J. Orr
was killed in an accident while riding on his department
motorcycle.

Officer Orr was on patrol and approaching the corner of
St. George Avenue and Sycamore Street on Tuesday,
December 5, 1922, when he struck the rear of a truck that
had no rear lights. He sustained severe injuries and was
taken to Rahway Hospital where he died.

Patrolman Edwin B. Fitzpatrick
Union County Park Police Department

On Wednesday, October 17, 1928, Union County Park
Police Patrolman Edwin B. Fitzpatrick, 27, was killed when
a vehicle being operated by a one armed drunk driver struck
his motorcycle head on. 

The suspect was arrested and sentenced to 60 days in
jail, ordered to pay a $400 fine and his driving license was
revoked for two years.

Patrolman Fitzpatrick had been with the agency for just
under two years.

We salute all those who serve our great nation, 
and offer our prayers for their success and safe return.


