
   WHO CAN  PARTICIPATE? 
JOIN  US FOR  

PUBLIC ACTIVITIES AND   
GUIDED WALKS!  

Everyone is invited to Bio -Blitz 2010.  People of all 
ages, as well as school, scout, religious, and 
community groups are welcome to enjoy the many 
activities and workshops that will be offered. 
Possibilities include frog slogs, owl prowls, stream 
sampling, animal tracking, and bird walks, among 
other exciting activities. A complete schedule of 
events will be available at registration. The public 
will also have the opportunity to observe and, in 
ÓÏÍÅ ÃÁÓÅÓȟ ×ÏÒË ÁÌÏÎÇÓÉÄÅ ÓÃÉÅÎÔÉÓÔÓȢ 4ÈÅ Ȱ"ÉÏ-
"ÌÉÔÚ #ÅÎÔÒÁÌȱ 4ÅÎÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅ ÌÉÖÅ ÐÌÁÎÔ ÁÎÄ 
animal displays, informational exhibits, and a 
working field lab where identifications and 
findings will be recorded.  
 

WHAT IS  BIO- BLITZ 2010? 
 

A Bio-Blitz is a 24 -hour intensive effort to measure 
ÔÈÅ ÂÉÏÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ɉȰÓÐÅÃÉÅÓ ÒÉÃÈÎÅÓÓȱɊ ÏÆ Á ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ 
area. Often, Bio -Blitzes are conducted in urban 
parks and green spaces.  
 

5ÎÉÏÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ȭÓ ÅÃÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÄÉÖÅÒÓÅ ÁÎÄ 
historically rich parkland makes up the fifth oldest 
county park system in the nation. In 2005, the 
county began a systematic survey of its parks 
through the annual Bio -Blitz. This year, our 6th 
Annual Bio -Blitz will be held at Clark Reservoir 
and Esposito Park in Clark , and Milton Lake Park 
in Rahway. Union County will once again partner 
with Kean University to raise awareness of the 
diversity of life in this urban/suburban parkland 
and, in turn, the importance of preserving and 
managing essential wildlife habitat. We hope to 
foster a sense of stewardship and appreciation 
among school and community groups and 
individuals. Additionally, Bio -Blitz promotes the 
use of parkland as outdoor classrooms.  
 

Throughout the evening of June 11th and the 
following day, scientists, expert naturalists, and 
amateurs will sample and identify as many plant 
and animal species as possible. The findings from 
this 24-ÈÏÕÒ ȰÓÎÁÐÓÈÏÔȱ ×ÉÌÌ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÉÎÖÁÌÕÁÂÌÅ 
ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒËÓȭ ÅÃÏÓÙÓÔÅÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÙ 
help county officials manage parkland for wildlife.  

 

SIGN UP TODAY! 
Complete and mail this form by  

May 15 

to:  

Betty Ann Kelly 

Union County Dept. of  Parks & Community Renewal 

2325 South Avenue 

Scotch Plains, NJ  07076 

908-789-3683 

bkelly@ucnj.org 

 

Name(s)/Group:______________________________________ 

 
Address:____________________________________________      

 

City/State/Zip:_______________________________________ 
 

Phone: (___)________________________________________ 

 
Email:_____________________________________________ 
 

Expertise Levelïplease select one: 
___   ExpertïI am very skilled at species ID within my inter-
est and  would be comfortable as a group leader or working 

independently. 

___  Amateur NaturalistïI have a moderate level of skill in 

species ID within my interest and would be more comfortable 

if teamed up w/someone of a higher degree of expertise. 

___  Volunteer*ïI am interested in natural history and would 
like to join a group in the field.  

 

Area of expertise or group you would like to  

assist: (circle one) 
Algae   Insects 

Amphibians/Reptiles  Macro Invertebrates 

Birds   Mammals 
Fish   Plants 

Fungi (macro/micro)  Water Quality Monitoring 

   Other (list below) 

___________________________________________________  

 

*Volunteers are also needed for the following areas: 

___Bio-Blitz Central Docents  

___Information Table 

___Parking 

___Photographer 

___Program Assistants/Instructors 

___Program Guides 

___Registration 

___Runners 

PROGRAM REGISTRATION 
 

Are you interested in being contacted about: 

Program offerings?  ____ yes     ____no 

If yes, size of group? ____ 

Topics interested in?  

__________________________________________________ 

    

WHY ESPOSITO PARK,  
CLARK RESERVOIR AND  
MILTON LAKE PARK? 

The Clark Reservoir encompasses 168.25 acres and 
abuts  the 51.44-acre Milton Lake Park. Esposito 
Park, the site of Bio -Blitz Central, is 13 acres in 
size, and aside from active recreation amenities 
such as a skate park and playground, includes a 
small wetland, stream, and wildflower meadow. 
Together ,the 232.69 -acre study site offers ample 
sampling opportunities. While Milton Lake Park 
was acquired by the County in 1936, Clark 
Reservoir and Esposito Park were both acquired in 
2007.  Originally called the Middlesex Reservoir, it 
was sold to the Township of Clark in 1997 and then 
sold to the County for $1 in 2007. The purchase of 
the Reservoir and Esposito Park was made 
ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ /ÐÅÎ 3ÐÁÃÅ 4ÒÕÓÔ 
Fund and is in keeping with the historic Olmsted 
vision of a connected greenway park system.  
Greenways provide valuable habitat, and act as a 
stopover and wildlife corridor for resident and 
migratory wildlife, including red tail hawks, great 
egrets, great blue herons, screech and great 
horned owls, coyotes, red fox, and much more.  
 

 

 

 

If you have a passionate interest and/or area of 
expertise such as plant or animal identification, or 
if you are knowledgeable about local history,  
geology, or natural history, complete and mail the 
form to the right  and join a team.  
 

Volunteers must be 14 years of age or older to  
participate on a team.  

SCIENTISTS,  
NATURALISTS, AND   

SERIOUS AMATEURS NEEDED  
FOR FIELD SURVEY TEAMS! 

Milton Lake Park 

The success of Bio -Blitz 2010 is dependent upon 
the size and skill of the teams; the bigger and 
more skillful the team, the more data we can 
collect and ultimately use to better manage our 
parkland.  

BIO-BLITZ  2010 COMMITTEE  

 
Amphibians and Reptiles:  Danny Mendez (Turtle Back Zoo) 

Aquatic Invertebrates: Steven Hruby (NJDEP/NJWAP/AmeriCorps) 

Birds: Frank Budney, (Friends of Lenape Park ) 

Chair: Betty Ann Kelly (Union Co. Parks Community Renewal) 

Education: Sylvia Weisbrot 

Environmental Monitoring: John Dobosiewicz, PhD (Kean University, 

Elizabeth River/Arthur Kill  Watershed Association) 

Fish: Shawn Crouse (NJDEP/DFW) 

Fungi: Dorothy Smullen & Marc Grobman (NJ Mycological Association)  

Insects: Sule Oygur, PhD (Newark Museum) 

Mammals: Holly Jantz, (Auburn University) 

Photography: Debbie Partesi, Gary Szelc, Natalie Gregorio 

Plants: John Medallis 

Public Outreach:  Karen Inzillo, (TNSC-UCPCR) 

Publicity: Tom Plante, (UC Office of Public Information) 

It is that range of biodiversity that we must care for - 

the whole thing - rather than just one or two stars.  
�±David Attenborough 

 

When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it 

hitched to everything else in the universe. �±John Muir 


